602.17ﬂApplication of standards in reaching accreditation

decisions.

) Hhe agency must have effective mechanisms for evaluating an

institution's or program's compliance with the agency's
standards before reaching a decision to accredit or preaccredit

the institution or program. The agency meets this requirement if

B demonstrates that [EHIEEUSSHNGIIIS CHCHEONSNE

it —-

(B1) Evaluates whether an institution or program EOENEHE

() Maintains clearly specified educational objectives|jiiiiien

|

Commented [A1]: Additions previously in 602.16 have
been moved to 602.17.
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R PV P DA PR | r State data)

retugde—tederatl—or—State—data) ;

-at both the institutional and program levelsl

[including minimum expectations/iEiESSCSSINGUIEEIES o - commented [ED4): Movedlfrom 602:i7(a)liil)

(A) State licensing or certification examination results, where

applicable ESNEHENSEOGESRNCENSENGY

(B) Program retention, completion, or graduation rates,
including as appropriate the extent to which grades meaningfully
reflect student learning and support progression through the

program of study;

(C) Post-completion or graduation outcomes, including employment

and continued education;

(D) Scores on relevant standardized assessments taken for
admission to a higher-level degree, during and after the time of

enrollment at an institution; and



(E) Educational and economic returns _

relative to

the total cost of attendancel D e
S Such returns shall be

determined EESEESEE using FHEIEEENINGSIGSEEICAICUISECONNGEEISE [ commented [as): AdbiesscommentsfiomS/BAN |
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(.) Maintains a sufficient number of appropriately qualified
faculty and other subject matter instructors who are regularly

evaluated on the performance of their instructional, research,

or service responsibilities. | S S e



(iI) Maintains and applies written faculty performance

evaluation policies that linclude ISFINEEIPEREORIENCENIEEIEEEEE = | commented [Ac): AidiessescommentsfiomSAORN |

| |

(iii) Maintains academic freedom protections that are clearly
articulated and applied consistently to faculty regardless of
appointment classification, race or other immutable

characteristics, viewpoint, or ideology;

(iv) Maintains sufficient flexibility in instructional staffing

PSS llorocedures [to respond to material changes in | Commented [A7]: Addition based on'5/19 proposal
from D. Eubanks.

student demand, program viability, or financial conditions; and



(v) In the case of public institutions, fulfills their
obligations under the First Amendment to the Constitution of the
United States. The agency should similarly evaluate any private
institutions that, through their institutional policies,
guarantee the same or similar protections for students or

faculty.
A a0t ains heS POLICIES EHAE FEqUITS AVEPEOGESSEes—8 | commented (DR AdGSSGOMMOTBHOMEARAN
_institutions and programs . maintain the

integrity of research and scholarly activity. Such FElECHSS

PESSSEEEES oo+ FEGHINSISTEINEEE FRSERSE institutions to

establish and enforce PEPCISEEEESE practices to prevent, detect,

and address fabrication, falsification, plagiarism, and other
forms of research misconduct, as well as material
misrepresentation of research findings, including through
undisclosed selective reporting or other practices that distort
the accuracy or reliability of results. The _
must also address improper authorship, citation manipulation, or
coordinated practices intended to inflate or misrepresent
scholarly impact. The _ must also address
the use of artificial intelligence methods in the conduct and
presentation of research, and must include mechanisms for timely
investigation, appropriate corrective action, and public or

stakeholder disclosure, as appropriate.
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(23] When applying its standards according to Fe=

602.16(a) (1) (iv) and (vi):

(1) a cost/benefit analysis, which means a review by the agency
of the institution’s budget, resource utilization and
allocation, and if existing, its business/strategic plan,
continuous improvement strategic plan, and review of whether the
institution considers whether the expected benefits of the
institution’s activities justify the associated financial,
administrative and opportunity costs, and the impact of capital

expenditures on future operating expenses;

(ii) a review of an institution’s practices and capabilities

regarding the administration of student aid programs; and

(iii) a review of the sufficiency and proper maintenance of the
institution’s facilities and that such facilities comply with

applicable safety standards, laws, and regulations.

(1) When applying its standards according to 602.16(a) (1) (viii),
EESREEgES s urcf that program length is appropriate to the

objectives to the program and credential awarded EEloHg

EESEEE. 1n applying EEESREIEE standard, the agency must not



categorically prohibit or unreasonably restrict the

accreditation of a:

(1) Short-term program that is designed to prepare students for
employment in recognized occupations eligible for Federal

student aid under applicable law; or

(ii) Certificate or degree program offered for a shorter period
of time than is traditionally required to obtain that
credential, so long as the program results in comparable
academic, professional, and employment outcomes for students -

would complete such programs.

(35) When applying its standards according to Fe=
602.16(a) (1) (1ii), (vi), and (vii), whether the institution has
a policy or policies to protect civil rights and, as applicable,
First Amendment rights, and whether such policy or policies

include:

(i) academic freedom protections that are clearly articulated

and applied consistently to faculty regardless of appointment

classification, race or other immutable characteristics,

viewpoint, or ideology;



(ii) academic freedom and freedom of inquiry protections for
faculty in teaching, scholarship and research within the subject
matter of a course and research within their academic
discipline, including conditions under which a range of academic
perspectives may be expressed and examined without adverse
action based on lawful viewpoints unrelated to professional or

academic competence;

(iii) in the case of a private institution, policies, that if
established, guarantee the same or similar protections as those

described subsections (i) and (ii) above.

o

Commented [A13]: Definition added for "academic
freedom"
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(bell) FE¥lequireB the institution or program to engage in a ///{M
comprehensive process, [that - {W

_ that assesses the institution's or

program's education quality and success in meeting its mission
and objectives, highlights opportunities for improvement, and

includes a plan for making those improvements;



(ee.) -€onductl at least one on-site review of the
institution or program during which it obtains sufficient
information to determine if the institution or program complies

with the agency's standards;

(d—f-) -Allowl the institution or program the opportunity to

respond in writing to the report of the on-site review;

(eg-.) -Gonductl its own analysis of the _
EoRPTEREEEEOEEEE [and supporting documentation furnished by

the institution or program, the report of the on-site review,
the institution's or program's response to the report, and any
other information substantiated by the agency from other sources
to determine whether the institution or program complies with

the agency's standards;

(éhl) -Providel the institution or program with a detailed
written report that assesses the institution's or program's
compliance with the agency's standards, including areas needing
improvement, and the institution's or program's performance with

respect to student achievement;

‘ Commented [A17]:




(¢%c) When applying its standards, an agency Fe—sRequires
institutions to have processes in place through which the
institution establishes that a student who registers in any
course offered via distance education or correspondence is the
same student who academically engages in the course or program;

and

(3d) When applying its standards to an institution or
_ -Administers standards and review

processes in a manner that _ Ireduces ]unnecessary barriers

“hat dmit-allows institutions or programs £rem—to adopting

instructional, programmatic, or delivery practices that improve

student access, accelerate credential or degree completion, or

support innovative models of postsecondary education, including
program length.

() Mo le al EPSIE RN e S AE I IR~ S~ SN Ao g bt o n maitod 1o oo =3 o
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jin
L

(kl) The agency _as adopted, implements, and enforces

written policies and procedures that seek to ensure the

e ’[Commented [A18]: Addresses comment from 5/19 PM }




accuracy, completeness, and integrity of all representations

made by the agency to:

(1) The Secretary;

(2) The public, including current and prospective students;

(3) State, Tribal, and other governmental authorities; and

(4) Institutions or programs it accredits or preaccredits.

1) [ S NS GeOlIPE - o i de policies that

the agency:

(1) Does not [NCHEMGEN make |[false, misleading, or materially | commented [A19]: Addresses comments from 5/18 PN |

incomplete statements regarding:

(1) The accreditation or preaccreditation status of any

institution or programy—or

(ii) The scope, conditions, or implications of accreditation or

preaccreditation; -



(iii) Compliance of an institution or program with

applicable Federal or State lawjllesd ,//’[Commented [A20]: Addresses comment on 5/19 PM ]

(2) Maintains procedures for the prompt correction of

materially inaccurate public statements or disclosures;

(3) Maintains procedures for investigating credible allegations
that the agency or its representatives made materially

inaccurate or misleading representations; and

(4) Takes appropriate corrective or disciplinary action when
the agency determines that materially inaccurate or misleading

representations have occurred.

o) B bt oty s s oo BN | ot |

_ periodically on various education models and

modalitiesfineluding ERpHOSEE OR How Geeater phyesead | commented [A22]: Addressescomments from s/ 19PN |




(.) The agency’s accreditation standards, policies and

enforcement practices must not restrict public institutions from

fulfilling their obligations under the First Amendment to the

Constitution of the United States.
also must not restrict any private institutions that,
their institutional policies,

guarantee the same or similar

protections for students or faculty.

These standards similarly

through

(.) The agency may not have standards that encourage, direct,

or otherwise require institutions or programs to violate Federal

or State law, including by having policies that provide any

preferences on the basis of race.
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(pl) Nothing in this section shall be construed to require any

action that would conflict with applicable State law.



